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Minutes of a Meeting of Ash Parish Council held on Monday 
2 October 2023 at 19:00hrs 

 
Present: Councillors (Cllrs) – Lesley Andrew, Steve Davey (Chair), Zak England, Rebecca Gray, 
Antoinette Groves, Tim Groves, Caz Halfhide. 
 
In attendance: J Ferguson (Parish Clerk), Somerset Cllr (SCllr) John Bailey, SCllr Emily Pearlstone 
and 1 member of the public. 
 
County Councillors Reports 
Cllr Pearlstone had provided a written report and SCllrs further reported on: 

• SEND School 
• SC financial position 
• Cllr A Groves reported on a meeting with Somerset Highways to discuss SID locations and 

plans for a future Speedwatch meeting 
• Drainage work in the parish would be carried out over the next 2 years 
• Traffic management survey results over Tintinhull Fort 
• Recent LCN Levels and Moors meeting 

 
Public Open Session 
Nothing was discussed at this time. 
 
19:20 – Meeting opened  
 

23/118 To receive apologies for absence and to approve the reasons given (LGA 1972 

s85(1)) 
None. 
 
23/119 Declarations of interests. Council members to declare any interests, including any 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the 

Parish Council’s Code of Conduct and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that 

accord with Localism Act 2011 s33 (b-e). (NB this does not preclude any later declarations) 
Cllr England declared an interest in 23/134 
 

23/120 To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the previous meeting 
(LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1)) 
 
RESOLVED: To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the previous meeting held on 
Monday 4 September 2023. 

 
23/121 Matters to report from a previous meeting 
Cllr Davey had contact Wessex Internet and had not had any response. 

 
23/122 Planning decisions report 
23/01746/HOU. Mistletoe Cottage Back Street, Ash. Erection of a single storey rear extension. 
Approved. 
22/00036/FUL. Field off Middle Leaze Drove, Ash. Change of use of land, erection of a detached 
dwelling, garage and car port. Approved. 
Noted. 
 
23/123 Planning applications 
None. 
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23/124 To approve the asset register 
RESOLVED: To approve the asset register with additions as agreed. 

 
23/125 Finance – To approve the payment schedule for October 2023 

 
RESOLVED: To approve the payment schedule for October 2023. 

ACTION: Cllr Davey and A Groves 
 

23/126 Finance – To approve the cashbook/bank reconciliations to 31 August 2023. 

 
RESOLVED: To approve the cashbook/bank reconciliations to 31 August 2023. 
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23/127 Finance – To consider a quote for a footpath in the village car park  
Cllr England agreed to obtain a further quote for just the dropped kerb installation. 

ACTION: Cllr England 
 

23/128 Finance – To consider a quote for a path on the recreation ground  
Cllr England agreed to obtain a further quote to include kerb edging for a future meeting. 

ACTION: Cllr England 
 
23/129 Finance – To consider a budget for the purchase of Auto Speed-Watch devices  
It was agreed to defer this item. 
 
23/130 Finance – To consider starting a “20’s Plenty” campaign throughout the 
parish to include a budget for the purchase of wheelie bin stickers. 
It was agreed to defer this item. 

  
23/131 Finance – To consider submitting an expression of interest to Somerset 
Council for an initial assessment of a parish 20mph speed limit incurring a £500 non-
refundable application fee   
It was agreed to defer this item. 
 
23/132 Finance – To consider the planning for the village Christmas tree and 
replacement lights 
RESOLVED: To approve a budget of £150 for replacement Christmas lights. 

ACTION: Cllr A Groves 
 
23/133 To approve the updated Ash Cemetery Rules and Table of Fees 
It was agreed to defer this item until after a  Cemetery WG meeting had been held. 
 
23/134 To consider permitting a chest tomb to be installed at Ash Cemetery 
Cllr England had provided details of the chest tomb including dimensions and answered Cllrs 
questions before leaving the room. 
RESOLVED: To permit a chest tomb to be erected in Ash Cemetery, on an existing purchased plot 
with a signed undertaking for maintenance liabilities in perpetuity. 
 
23/135 Reports – To receive reports from: 

a. Parish Councillors. 
Cllr A Groves reported on issues with grass cutting and had obtained prices for additional options 
including extra cuts for the football pitch with cuttings collected. 
A further issue had arisen with Cemetery maintenance becoming dangerous due to a significant 
amount of glass objects being left on a plot. The clerk was asked to contact the plot owner to ask 
for them to be removed with some urgency as they posed a risk when strimming. 

b. Working Groups. There was nothing reported at this time. 
Cllr T Groves reported that a Biodiversity WG meeting had taken place and asked for an agenda 
item to approve the tree plan. 
 

23/136 Clerks report and correspondence 
The clerk reported that the insurance renewal had been received with updated figures to reflect the 
updated asset register.  
 
23/137 Items for the next or future agenda 

• To approve a Tree Plan presented by Ash Biodiversity Working Group 
• To approve the draft budget 
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23/138 Date of next meeting – 6 November 2023 (Cllrs to note - All agenda items to be 
notified to the Parish Clerk by Fri 27 October 2023) 
 
20:46 - Meeting closed 
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