ASH PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: 
Tel: 01935 571050  E-mail: clerk@ashpcsomerset.com

Minutes of a Meeting of Ash Parish Council held on Monday 13th May 2024 at 19:00 hrs (immediately following Ash Annual Parish Meeting)
Present: Councillors (Cllrs) – Steve Davey (Chair), Zak England, Caz Halfhide, Antoinette Groves, Tim Groves, Lesley Andrew, Alan Britten.
In attendance: Somerset Cllr (SCllr) Emily Pearlstone and four members of the public
Public Comments:

Somerset Council Report:
A written report was provided
19.00hrs - Meeting Opened
24/1 To elect a Chair
Cllr Steve Davey Elected

Proposed: Caz Halfhide, Seconded: Lesley Andrew

All Councillors voted in favour

Acceptance Form Signed
24/2 To receive apologies for absence and to approve the reasons given (LGA 1972 s85(1)).
Somerset Councillor John Bailey
24/3 
Declarations of interests. Council members to declare any interests, including any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that accord with Localism Act 2011 s33 (b-e). (NB this does not preclude any later declarations).
None Received
24/4 To elect a Vice-Chair

Cllr Caz Halfhide Elected

Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Tim Groves

All Councillors voted in favour

Acceptance Form Signed
24/5 To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the previous meeting

(LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1)).
RESOLVED: To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 8th April 2024.

24/6 Matters to report from a previous meeting
Caz Halfhide advised that the process of arranging a date for the consecration on the new cemetery is now underway. The Vicar has been contacted and asked if they would like to hold a service at the church and has been asked to propose some dates. She also advised that with Cllr Tim Groves assistance, she has confirmation of planning. Cllr Steve Davey is to provide a copy of the title deed. They will then be submitted, together with the plan of spaces and the process will continue.

Update regarding the straightening of the gravestone overshading the next plot. The family have been contacted and they have agreed. This will take place on Monday 20th May 2024.

Caz Halfhide advised that Julie Ferguson has offered to help with advice, if required, until a new clerk is appointed.
24/7 To co-opt members onto the Parish Council

Cllr Alan Britten Co-Opted
Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Antoinette Groves

All voted in favour

Acceptance form signed. Steve Davey to forward to Alan the additional declaration of interests form that needs completing and returning within 30 days
24/8 Planning decisions report

NONE

24/9 Planning applications

NONE – But it was noted that we were anticipating something due to a proposed change in the replacement steps to the Church Bell Tower
24/10 To review and adopt the Standing Orders

RESOLVED – ADOPTED
Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Caz Halfhide

All in favour
24/11 To review and adopt the Financial Regulations

A newer model has been published.

It was agreed to defer until another meeting once reviewed. ACTION: CH 
24/12 To review and adopt the Code of Conduct

RESOLVED – ADOPTED
Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Caz Halfhide

All in favour
24/13 To review and adopt the Dignity at Work/Bullying and Harassment Policy

RESOLVED – ADOPTED
Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Caz Halfhide

All in favour
24/14 To review and adopt the Freedom of Information Policy

RESOLVED – ADOPTED
Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Caz Halfhide

All in favour
24/15 To review and adopt the Publication Scheme

It was proposed and agreed to defer to another meeting.
Cllr Antoinette Groves advised that she would shortly be attending a meeting relevant to this and would update the other Councillors following the meeting – ACTION: AG
24/16 To review and adopt the Data Protection Policy

RESOLVED – ADOPTED
Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Caz Halfhide

All in favour
24/17 To review and adopt a Grievance Policy

RESOLVED – ADOPTED
Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Caz Halfhide

All in favour
24/18 To review and adopt a Complaints Policy

RESOLVED – ADOPTED
Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Caz Halfhide

All in favour
24/19 To agree Councillor Roles and Responsibilities
Councillor roles and responsibilities were appointed as follows:

Cllr Andrew – Village Hall liaison, cemetery fees & Pavilion

Cllr Davey – Millennium Wood, trees, cemetery, churchyard & Pavilion

Cllr A Groves – Grass cutting & ground maintenance, ranger, highways (including Speedwatch, village car park & Streetscene), website & IT, Pavilion, play area & recreation ground

Cllr T Groves – Trees, grass cutting & ground maintenance, Pavilion, play area & recreation ground & planning

Cllr C Halfhide – Finance, budget, Pavilion, play area & recreation ground, village hall liaison, events co-ordinator & hr representative.

Cllr Z England – School liaison, cemetery & churchyard, structural & Pavilion

Cllr A Britten – Structural & Pavilion

It was agreed to review again at the September Parish Council Meeting

24/20 To approve Risk Assessment for Ash Village Fete and confirm approval of use of Recreation Ground and Pavilion.

RESOLVED – APPROVED
Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Caz Halfhide

All in favour

24/21 Finance – To APPROVE the payment schedule for May 2024
PAYEE



PARTICULARS


AMOUNT
Plusnet



Pavilion Internet


£32.28

REPORT

British Gas

Pavilion Electricity


£183.77
REPORT

Staff




Salaries & Expenses


£872.47
REPORT

S Davey



Virtual Landline


£5.95

REPORT

Eavis RA



Ground Maintenance April 24 SO
£458.33
REPORT

KL Bungay

Pavilion Cleaning April 24 SO

£90.00

REPORT*

British Telecom
Pavilion Internet


£120.50
REPORT

Water2Business
Pavilion Water



£129.09
REPORT

S Davey



Postage



£4.05

Approved

Glen Prince

Newsletter Printing


£40.00

Approved









TOTAL

£1936.44
*Cllr Halfhide advised of an hourly rate increase of £2.00 per hour from May 2024 (which no-one disagreed with) The standing order needs to be amended to reflect this.

24/22 Finance – To APPROVE a grant request from Ash In Bloom £500
RESOLVED - APPROVED
Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Caz Halfhide

All in favour
NOTE: This was for 2023/2024 and a further grant request from Ash In Bloom will be made for 2024/2025
24/23 Finance – To APPROVE changing ranger duties from Somerset Council to local contractor.
RESOLVED – APPROVED
Ryan Eavis. 8 hours per month at £235.00 

Proposed: Tim Groves, Seconded: Steve Davey

All in favour

24/24
To CONFIRM a public consultation has been carried out on the designation of Ash Millennium Woods as a Local Nature Reserve
RESOLVED – CONFIRMED
Cllr Antoinette Groves reported 77% in favour & 23% opposed.

58 responses by form, 3 post, 1 email. 4 stakeholder reports. Still waiting for Nature England

24/25 Finance – To CONSIDER quotes for Pavilion replacement doors:

a) £1490 + VAT
RESOLVED – CONSIDER but with additional information to be obtained

Proposed: Steve Davey, Seconded: Caz Halfhide

All in favour, subject to:

Checking the excess on the insurance to see if it is a viable claim
ACTION: SD

Check the full specification with Yeovil Windows to ensure the disability access requested meets with our requirements ACTION CH

Check the specification with a fire officer/expert to ensure compliant ACTION: TG

The kitchen door was also discussed as difficult to close, which results in problems with the alarm on occasion. Caz agreed to ask Yeovil Windows their opinion.
24/26 Reports – To receive reports from:

  a. Parish Councillors




b. Working Groups

Cllr Zak England reported that the pillar cap in the Cemetery that had come loose due to an overgrown tree had been refitted and the tree trimmed back.

He also reported that problems with the road in Witcombe Lane had been reported for appropriate action.

Cllr Antoinette Groves reported that the work with traffic regarding SID’s etc had been set back by 18 months and the process would have to start all over again.

There is currently a preference for solar powered SID’s which would mean 4m posts. 

AG to discuss this with homeowners near the nominated sites and report back.

It was also noted that the average speed on Martock Lane was recorded at 19 mph, a figure which it was thought reduced by the impact of residents slowing to turn into their driveways.

It was suggested that as the SID’s for which Ash paid £400 to Martock PC, are no longer working, and Ash really hasn’t had much use of them, we ask for our money to be returned.

Cllr Antoinette Groves agreed to draft an email to email Martock PC with the request for Cllr Steve Davey to email from the Chair's email account.

24/27 Clerks report and correspondence

NOT APPLICABLE, AS NO CLERK

24/28 Items for the next or future agenda

NONE NOTED
24/29 Date of next meeting – 3 June 2024

20.45 Meeting Closed

End of Agenda
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