ASH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 02nd June 2025 at 7.00pm, Ash Pavilion. 

Present: Cllrs S Davey, Chairman, Caz Halfhide, A Groves, T Groves. Cllrs J Bailey & E Pearlstone
One member of the public.
 
	25/107 Public Forum. There were no comments or questions for the public.
25/108 Somerset Council, Councillor’s Report: June 2025. Noted that the Yeovil Maternity unit has now closed with no date given for re-opening. Staff have been deployed to other areas. Closure is partly due to staff shortages. Borough Street drainage, Highways representative John Nicholson is due to visit the area and report back. The road surface at Whitcombe Lane has been patched. Cllr A Groves queried the replacement of directional signage- responsibility was devolved to Town & Parish Councils. ? there may be volunteer groups who may be able to assist with replacement signs. The MOU re SID placement with Long Road & Martock could be used again when SID’s are operational. Cllr A Groves noted that a SID can only remain in situ for two weeks in any one location.  
25/109 Apologies for Absence: Cllrs Z England & A Brittan.
25/110 Declarations of interest: Cllrs A Groves & T Groves declared an interest in item 7, Grant application for Ash In Bloom. 
25/111To approve and sign Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 06th May 2025. Minutes were approved and signed.  
25/112	 Matters arising (other than those on the agenda) 
a. Role allocation – deferred to future meeting.
b. HMRC correspondence – Clerk noted that correspondence had been received from HMRC noting that APC are in credit and all submissions had been received. 
c. Data retention – emails. The addendum tabled was considered appropriate, - agreed that emails should be retained for three years plus the current year. Cllr Davey to ask Cloud Next if an automatic deletion could be put in place. Cllr T Groves asked where files are currently stored. Suggested that a pcloud account be set up for the Clerk and all documents could be uploaded. ? if hard copies of documents are stored at SC offices in Taunton. Clerk to check and revert. 
  25/113 Matters for report: 
a Cloud Next – migrate PC domain update. Suggested ashsomerset-pc.gov.uk and Premium Hosting - £99.99 + VAT per year, 75 email accounts each 5Gb in size. Clerk will revert to Cloud Next.
b New gate from Main Street to Cemetery:  The gate was viewed by Cllr Davey & Z Bougourd, for any vehicle that may need to use the access, it is considered acceptable.
c Pavillion Door replacement: Clerk to contact Cllr Brittan to try and get a fitting date. 

25/114  Planning Applications: None to note

25/115 Planning Decisions: None to note

25/116 To consider a grant application from Ash in Bloom. An application had been received for a grant of £600. Approved. 

25/117 Finance – 
a. To sign the Bank statements – May 2025 to date. Approved and signed
b.   To approve and minute payment requests. – Correction to cleaning amount – approved and   signed
c. To approve and sign bank reconciliations May 2025 to date. Approved and signed

d. To note the Auditors Report dated 27th May 2025. Noted that this is the first official Auditors report received by APC. The IT issue highlighted by the Auditor has been rectified, it may have been caused by an update carried out by WordPress. Clerk to submit documents to external Auditor.

25/118 To approve AGAR page 3, Auditors Report. Approved 

25/119 Next steps for the Village Tree Plan. Cllrs A & T Groves noted that the tree plan had commenced. The next project will be planting trees on the perimeter of the recreation ground, also planting a “Village Orchard” adjacent to the play area. 


25/120 External reports to note: 	
· CPRE Somerset membership
· Chairs Award – closing date 18th July 2025
· Loneliness report  
· Somerset Prepared – notice 

The Council is recommended to resolve that under section 1, paragraph 2 of The Public Bodies
(admission to meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the
following items of business because publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

25/121 R Evis Contracted duties. The PC met with the contractor and agreed that the list of required lengthsman duties would be provided no later than the 15th of the month, and invoices for the contracted amount would be sent by the 28th of each month. Any extra costs would be submitted asap for payment approval at the next meeting. 
Agreed that the PC will review the playground report at the next meeting and advise the contractor of any required works. 
The meeting closed at 20.45hrs        
Clerk to the Council: Zannette Bougourd. Tel: 01935571050 
Email: clerk@ashpcsomerset.com

